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T he Golden Ode

of LABID son of RABI'AH son of MALIK son
of JA FAR son of KILAB son of RABI'AH son
of 'AMIR son of SA'SA"AMIRI AS-SAHABI
May God Have Mercy on Him

Given life by the spring rains of the stars and smitten
By the blows of the thunderheads, both the downpour and the drizzle.

Effaced are the campsites, both the stopping points and the
campgrounds:

In Minan [in the Central Najd] both Ghaul and Rijam have
become the haunts of wild beasts.

In Bedouin Arabic, the word rabia ©
means both “spring” and “'pasture.” The
rains come during the spring months
when the stars of the Zodiac are in
proper configuration, spring does not
correspond to the Arab lunar year, and
consequently Bedouin believed that the
stars brought the rain.

As Charles Doughty wrote, “rabia, or
mew spring of sweet blossoming herbage
is the yearly refreshment, nay, the
life, of the nomads’ cattle. Delightful
to the eye, in the desert land, was that
poor faery garden of blossoms™ (Arabia
Dieserta [London, 1923, 1:218). But due

to the harsh climate of Arabia, spring
does not come every year

Dirought often lasts several years. So
spring, when it comes, is more than a
season; it is a feast of the Gods. Wilfred
Thesiger found in his travels in southern
Arabia that “the Bedu have no certainty
of spring. Often there is no rain, and
even if there is, it may fall at any time
of the year Generally the bitter winters
turn to blazing summers over a parched
and lifeless land. Bin Kabina told me
now that he only remembered three
springs in his life. Occasional
springtimes such as these were all the

p .,;/./,,_7 /..4/"‘-’ . sl 7: i
GG RadIa5 G i Eay

Bedu ever knew of the gentleness of life.

A few years' relief from the anxiety of
want was the most they ever hoped for™
(Arabian Sends, p. 239),

S -~ ¥ //"’f Z /9 /..’q. /"‘//9 4 \a“ ‘.//
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The remains of encampments are a
common sight even today in the Arabian
deserts. As the Bedouin travel from
pasture to pasture and march with the
seasons, they construct two kinds of
camps. While actually migrating, they
set up simple encampments, often
without a tent, for a single night. Upon
reaching an area of spring pasture or 4
summer well they set up o more
permanent camp. Thus, the poet gives
a sense of the passage of time by
mentioning both.

As the winter-spring rains fall and as
sand is blown, the characteristic features
of the sites are effaced. Coming upon an

abandoned site, we must picture the poet
straining to make out a fire-blackened
cooking pit and the rock-strewn outlines
of a tent. This is the common opening
of all the odes.

To a Bedouin audience—for whom
Labid wrote—the places themselves
have no emotional value, he wastes no
time identifying precisely where they
are or what they look like. He and his
audience may have camped at fifty in a
single year But the scene evokes
memeries of the people who had lived
together in the Aecting circumstances
of the desert.

It is to the people=and, as we later

learn, to a love affair—that the poct's
memory is directed by the place. Bue,
as a man sensitive to nature and as one
conscious of the passage of time, he
allows his mind to be distracted before
retuming to the theme of love and the
socichy of men.,
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http://al-turath.com/arabic/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/William-Polk-visit-KSA-2016-Dec.pdf
http://al-turath.com/arabic/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/w.p-l-media-report.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lg4gSETtCmg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnlvScr8LRM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_G7uQ4lrC1A
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